Streptozotocin effective for treating multiple-hormone-producing malignant islet cell tumor.
A woman with a multiple-hormone-producing pancreatic islet cell tumor with hepatic metastases and with recurrent hypoglycemic attacks, was treated with streptozotocin. After this treatment, the elevated serum levels of insulin, C-peptide, glucagon and serotonin fell markedly and the low level of fasting blood glucose returned to normal. In accordance with these hormonal changes, scintiscan and CT scan revealed marked regression of the metastatic tumors in the liver. She is alive at this writing, five years after the streptozotocin treatment. Streptozotocin should thus be considered for treatment of malignant islet cell carcinoma with liver metastases and which is not amenable to surgery.